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The Standard and the Deserter.

Truly characteristic indeed is the leader of the
Standard of the 81st January. It is a long growl
at the House of Commons, and through it at the
entire South, her people and her institutions.—
The pretext is the rejection from the proposed list
of Justices of the Peace of the name of John C.
1ill, of Randolph county. In this article is com-
pounded a very large amount of that peculiar sen-
timent and ambition ‘or which the editor of that
yaper has had eredit among the intelligent people
of Nerth Carolina.

t is not an easy thing for ore who has becn ed-
ucated under, and governed by, the laws of jus-
tice, truth and humanity, to read this ecitorial
withont feelings of contempt for the heart that
could prompt such sentiments. How long! O,
how long ! in this true, and loval, and peace-loving
State are the laws of honor and truth—of justice
and humanity—of patriotism and State-pride—to
be sct at deflance and be treated as a thing of

applanse of the world seduced Simon Magus into
this fnith and action. Mankind will derive but
little wisdom from the teachings of the past, if
they do not profit by such blatant lessons.

But what is the offence over which this State-
hating, South-contemning editor grows so wrath,
and fumes

* Liko old cccan into tempest Lost,
I waft a feather, or todrovn a fly?”

The Housz of Commons has dared to refuse to
appoint John C. Hill, of Randolph, a Justice
of the Peace. Why did it refuse? Because,

ivs the cditer, it was alleged he was a deserter
from the Confedeiate army. Does he conviet the
ITounse of Commons of a breach of duty, or of bad
ith in =o doing? Who believes if Mr. Hill had
been a deserter from the Federal to the Confeder-
ate army that the action of the House would have
bre i YWho does not sec in this instance
a great principle of aetion, just and wise, govern-
ing and controling the motives of men? Is there
any man of honor or patriotism, who loves his
couptry and its institntions, that finds in his heart
tlio least valid reuson or meotive for objecting to
this sction of the Commons? The Standard indeed
gives noune; it is charitabde, thefore, to suppose it

en ditierent?
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Dut one chject seems to have prompted this ar-
ticle-—it is mumless in every other respect. An

opportunity presented itself and the editor seized
rtnnity enjoyed equally and oftimes by
a Stumnner. 2 Stevens and a Greely—of raising his
bristles end showing his teeth at a helpless, sub-

it—an oppe

misjve, ind ruined people. Tho attack on the
Commons is bt a pretext. His hatred is not spe-

ciall; inst thet body alone, except for his pur-
_. and ns a text for a sermon to the Radieals
and Jucobins that he might, in his own language,
“tell memberg of Congress, and tell the North
that tius fact” (the refusal to allow a deserter to
be appointed a Jostice of the Peace) ““solves the

hole riddle of Sonthern polities;” except for this
purpose the action of the Commons, is to him unim-
bt

nt and insignificant. Dut with it as a decoy
to pnbiic attention, he discharges his thunder et
the whole South—at her entire people—the father,

n, the husband, the noble-hearted women,
the young and rising generation, whose fathers
Laidd down their lives on a bloody fleld in defence
of what they honestly believed to be the canse of
honor, hberty and patrotism—at her institutions,
literarv, reli social and domestie—all, all
share alilke bhis enmity—his secret, coveit, dis-
cuised hatred. He means nothing less in his at-
tack. No otlier construction can be placed upon it.
Tha writer desired to push home a fatal thrust
the South, but his arm is nerveless, while the
davlight is on his motives—and he shrinks back,
ostensibly behind a fitful, malicious, deceptiouns
blow at the House of Commons. He means more
than he says; he says not precisely what he means
—not all he purposes.

There is wilh the Standard intelligence enongh
to know that the man who deserts his flag and his
country’s eaanse, when honor and patriotism call
him to liberty end glory, is presumptively unfit,
becanse unrelinble in any position of importance
and responsibility. This is not nnknown or with-
out acknowledgment by the editor. His own lan-
gnage is forcible and empbatic. ‘“We have no
sympathy with any class of soldiers, whether
Cuionists or Confederates, home gunrds or desert-
ers, or outliers or what not, who wantcualy end eru-
elly plundered and scourged the inhabitants of
this State. And we further hold, that a man who
voluntesrs or enlists should keep his plighted faith,
thovgh he should die for it." What if he does not
Leep his ' phighted faith.” The Standard admits
he deserves to suffer all the penalties along the
path of life, even up to death ; he merits all of
thece—secorn and contempt, disgrace, infamy.—
Yes, the offence of desertion is heinons enough to
merit all these,  Yet it is wrong, very wrong, not
to appoint Liim a Justice of the Peace. His breach
of faith as & deserteris so greatthat he is not wor-
ithy to live—death is his due—life is too good for
Lim. Yet he is fit to be a Magistrate.

The editor is not only personal to this paper
ind the Dispatch, but he is intensely so to Mr.
Davis and Gen. Lee and to Gov. Vance. His tom-
ahawk is freely used upon Lis guondam favorite.
et us urge the readers of the Standard in days
that are past, to merk the language urged against
Mr. Davis, while a parallel is 1un according to the
language he applies to hin.

The writer ‘*“ He (Mr. Davis) had plight-
ed his faith " did not Mr. Holden ? ““Yet he
(Mr. D.) had neither the courage to fight:” did
Mr. Holden ?  “ Nor the shrewdness to run at the
proper time to save himself :” but Mr. Holden
did. “*Again, there are hundreds of secession
leaders in civil and private life,” among whom is
W. W. Holden, ““who,” like him, ‘““swallowed
great flaves of fire, and declared they would die
before a Yankee should set foot upon our soil.—
They survive "—so does W. W, Holden. **They
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| for the “‘districts,” lately known as States, are not

all things, vnless otherwise expressly declared in
to be represented in Congress. But if the bill thef bill reporterd, :FT~»-'- onlyv exception in the bill,
were to pass, then the **districts " named would, orin any lew, which willesi«r alier repealing such

oaE . as are reconnendda (o be yereeled, will be found
as territories, be entitled to a delegate to the $h seols -_-"_I_": y l il 1.1-1,,;1'.51,.1';' ‘: h;‘..l;j Il\tll‘}if-ihf"&
House ! Could insanity go farther ? How long [withh @t} svieon of enlos who may ns<anlt n

ntent to ravish her.

will Congress abuse the patience of the counfry ? iw]:ite femsle with s
The (_'-»n‘-:;ni._'f'f prerve thet in some of the late
Ottt Behoslse ;;,1;.'.(:-1? ding Sictes, i.e.i.-'}‘! It ‘;':'-_-Jy f_i(:?i:_r- '-'!f"ﬂ?-".'pi}
- Py O COoNnZEY O PEIFONS O COL0Y THC 21VIL X1ghis wine
We can scarcely find terms to express our grati- {belong to white v, In this State very little is
fication on being sssured by the Superintendentof | pec ooy ; frreand s !

Common Schooly, that the spirit of edueaticn is | which, irom tine to Gme. have

1
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indeed, 1 -pealof the Laws,

Leen introdreed,

aking Aiztinetians hofare whites and colornd
among the ma and the |MaXing iztmerians het chites and lored
strong and hopeful g 8869, |persons. And, it miy he observed, thet some of

memory of trials overcome inspires courage to this bill which scem to

meet the lesser difficulties now confronting us.
The feeling, usual among the people is. fhat the
schools must not go douwn.

When told that the Literary Fund has becn
greatly reduced, and although they feei themselves
unable to pay high taxes, yet they will not permit

the 'g.l‘k'l-\'i'-f' ns Gt confer
rights and privilieges, were strictly unnecessary :
becanse persons of oolor were entitled to them
without auy new ennctment. Bat it was deemed
better, at this time, io sclemnly declare thom in a
bill drawn fo define their civil statrna,

Many 1t was solemnly decided by
the highest Countt of e State, and indeed, it has
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ke - s
2 . . con 5o regurded. that (o term ““freemen,”™ (than

be hea ublie schools will | been s & S Riskaoirh . S &

themselves to believe that the p twlich none used iu the declaration of rights and
fail. ithe Constituiion of the State, to deseribe ¢ eitizon.

ig of Lichsy diopity ) included in its fullest extent.
q froe neorn, whether fyee in 1776, when the
stitabion was framcd, or Lecome so @
cipation. We was, the begiuing of the late
]]n!_.’ji Py of ailit eof arme. and 15 now, inclu-
ded in the termy *i Jtasused in thet instm-
el

This class of our populativn Lave never been
debarred from owning any species of property,
excent hr one enseiment, that of 1861, whieh for-
bade them thereniies They kave
ever hisen protecied me, except

: it ;.:_1‘113:‘1 j"‘

make sacrifices for it, and the energy to preserve if. i ;
throudh presentment }IJ‘ 5 and trinl
by a petit i the righte of chellonge

To those who ask, how are we to support the
schools ¢ he answers : I reply at oncie. by using th(f ascordad to white persons.  Thev have ever been
incipal of the fund as long as it will last. In all | allowed tricl in the scne tribnuais where, for Jike
princip .
» . . { % ' : =
moral concerns our business is with the present ; ; offences, proseented.  The

Mr. Wiley warns the anthorities against the de-
Jusion of suspending the common schools for a
more convenient season. He argues, to suspend is

to destroy.
He alledges, it is doubtful whether we will ever

accumulate a larger permanent school fund; we
never will, if we permit a generation to grow up
withont education. When we lose onr intelligence,
we lose our appreciation of it; we lose the will to
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e white mon was

. . . - en F 18AME commed law whieh vel prevails so extonsive-
if wo will look to the things of to-day, those of g ”:'“_ State: i e e a0

to-morrow will take care of themselves. On the

hand and

; the duties of b wife, of parent and
other hand, if we neglect the duties of the hour, [ohild, of grordisn end ward, of 1aaster and wer-

we are sowing ruin for the future. Wae are not yet | vant, and of waster snd sopreatice. alike
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prepared to give our assent to this propesition to | f t‘ B9 The =ame j ill’;.lll; '!!!:i'
. . 7 - .. jeon Yoels, dna 10 8qaMe Teracaids elioreiny . 1
expend the principal of the fund, but our space is in conrts open alike to hoth, sre oqually the rights
limited, and we must defer all remarks for & more | of the e racs and the ofher widiond distine-
favorable time. | sion. _ ‘
= i Ina word, the eommon low is the luw of the
|
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exisig, colored and white

Siate in all wmatters TPRE-
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE [d.( 7 statute; where it

S1r :—The Committee appointed by the provis- { loft £o the discretd
ional Governor in pursnance of a resolution of the F e
recent Convention ‘‘to prepare and report to the
Legislature a system of lawa upon the subject of
freedmen, &c.,” herewith present their report, and
request that through you, it may be laid bfore the
Genersal Assembly.
Respectfully,
B. F. MOORE,
W. 8. MASON,
R. 8. DONNELL.

iy Crd [;Il.v;jl.-',_luui[,'ijj':__l,r conyt, I-'.I‘l.\

becati=e, in some coiniics of the State, persons of

color are too few in nmaber o
tional Conart of Wardens,

The remainder of the seciions ef the bill aro ap-
propriztcd io ti:e repeal of “such laws and parts
of laws now in force, as, in the opinion of the
Commitive slould b i ded in order to eonforin
the statuites of il State o the
Conveniion obolishing tlie inctitation «
and the new condition ef things arising out of the

rogqulre an

e

ordinances of the

S
B \!;L\ ey,

} Committee,

Sane.,

To the Honorable, the General Asgembiy ) Qeconid!v. The Cormaittes heve deemed it their
of the State of North-Carolina : duty, in view of the ereat chonces wlgeh Tiave =0

The undersigned, a Committee appointed by the | sndidoniv raken plas | to recomnind the poseens
latc provisional Governor, in pursuance of a reso- i“{ coriain lans equaliv applicalile to hoth popula-
lution passed at the recent session of the Conven- [ticus, it = cowoool thor tha indnstry of the

tion directing that a committee of three persons|negio
be appointed ‘‘to prepare and report to the Legis-

rave huoe Lo : t:'Tfil_‘.' pelaved

moralized. ibe natorad consogaenes of wi ieh s

lature at its next session a system oflaws up- unscttled ard vosive dicne Hon, a Jdosiae to eyl
on the subject of freedmen, and to designate |steady woeirl and a diposition to pick L e
such laws, and parts of laws, now in force, as ions exioece by pretonded Lunuiivg of wild

should be repealed in order to conform the statutes | came, thone! i mes foe Tiioe, o0 o

it proper that they should explain the course they | tion in
have pursned ; and to some extent, the veasons Liv .
which they have been governed.

ai Ivoniest el
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most eflicient means of
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dect, they deem the profeciion to evers

duty, therefore, of the Committee to look through !specic: of pongrs bng Flio) Gataral Axsrmil = fie
the entire body of the laws of the State, for the Perom time i tis a1 e ; _
purpose of ascertaining what part of them govern- ! from tii: v [ i1 o By | nrafestion noninst

ed the free negro, asdistinguished from the white [tho 1 wloc (0l vnnd tnoolvent teccnes i Inga

man. In performing this dnty your Committee |portion w- cvonlonecs 1oy frevenes the fro
have deemed it the more edvisable course, (as this e o0 sucl weorg # wild become the Josisda
speeies of speciallegislation was seattered througa- | tive power (o follow tets with appropriate 1eme

ont the civil and criminal laws,) to adviss the re- | djes

Believing that a brief synopsis of the several sec- | 2« A Ll g0 ur vl
tions of the first named bill, and alep, of the other 'and stealing any Kool of 130
bills, would not be unacceptable, they proceed to! 3. A 1.0 o o b vaoemn
furnish it : | In regard to this Ll

The first Section of the bill *‘concerning negroe=,"" | deemed 1t widvicalile o recommend the ool o
&o., defines who shell be deemed a negro orcolor- ' the two provisions npon the some a3
ed person, or person of mixed bleod, within the :pn'.-::-;."'.i.'t'. of this Litl in Jlien of heth said provisions.
generations designated. | Theso provisi ave o be found in the Hevised

!-l:_\'..

The second declares that in all statutes and judi- | Code. ¢l &4 sec. 3, ¢hann 10T oo 60 th
cial proceedings, such a person shall be properly |formor was bdondad Lor wliite vorsants el the
described by the term ‘‘person of color.” atter for Lhe free negrs vagiad

T%e third declares persons of eolor to bacitizens |  The biil hievowith reporiod caaluiess bl poyg
of the State. alations:

The fourth confers on them all the privileges of | 4. A bill to punich seditions langnane, iy

white persons in conducting their suits, and inthe  rections and rebellions in the State
mode of trial by jury. | Inregard to this hill, the enbstunee of 1t La
The fifth places the colored apprentice on the same |long existed in the 50oe v lor several provisions
footing with a white one;and leaves the law declar- [ to be fonnd in the 205007 Cade wud elsewhere.
ing in what cases they should be bound, as it now lThe bill now ofored | b

1
|
|
|

cintende ay a guliatitnte for
exists in the Revised Code. all provisions upon the sume subjoct
By the sixth certain marriages, deemed to be not 5. A bill to secure toamiicutiurm! iborers their
g

void but voidable, though celebrated in due form,
between slaves or between slaves and free negroes,
are declared valid. laborer, by securing to him the fruits of his teil
By the seventh, certain past marriages between |Every lcgitiniste mears chonld be employed to
them, existing at certain fixed periods, by mere |stimualate indostry, snd the cnjoyment of its fruits
consent and without due celebration, are validated; has ever becn fonnd the strongest incentive fo 1ra-
and provision made for perpetuating ths avidence | duce the desited el
thereof by being recorded. 6. ** A bLill Lo preveni entieing servants from ful-
By the eighth, 1ducements are held out to such as filling their contracts, o hurboring them.”
are thus married under section 7, to have their’ This Lill is o just ccwnnani
marriages recorded. one. While it isthe dunty of
It has been held, that under our laws, the war- ' cure to the '
riages of slaves by their own mere consent, and sim- ' labor and toil, i { v inst to regnire kim to
ply consented to by their masters are void;and, as comply with his dejilian lawful contracts:
the Legislature is forbidden to legitimate persons especially when his employer surrendors to him.
born in bastardy, the provision for such legitima- ' iu the outset, the v o of valneble lands which may
tion, which was contained in anordinance offered 'prove to be wortlless to the owner, if the laborer
before, but rejected Ly the Convention, (because ,Le not Leld to his contract.  The ineuleation of a
of the adoption of the resclutiop under which the 'sirict observance of contracts is equally the parent
Committee are now reporting) must be agsin sab- . and offspring of virtuous industry. And thatmanis
mitted to that body, or the freedmen now living | no lessa vicicus member of society, who persuades
will all be bastards, and inecapsble of inheriting 'and enccurages another to be faithless to his word,
from their fathers any estate which he may chance tian he who wiliully violates it. Both shounld
to die possessed of. isufter the sharp reproof of the law.
It is believed that a marriage merely voidable| 7
may be validated by the (GGeneral Assembly ; and tainance of Lastard children, and the payment of
that when thus contirmed, all the incidents of ratifi- | fine: aud costs en conviction in erimninal cases.”
cation follow; one of which is the legitimation of = T!ie purpose of this bill is to relieve the Coun-
the issue previously born. But, it 18 more than ty Treasuries; fisst, from the burden of support-
doubted whethersuch result follows the enactment ing bastard children,
of a marriage under section 7. "inerease in number, in the midst of a demoralized
By the ninth section, contractsbetween persons of population.
color, and between them and whites, for live stock, 1t is natarally just that the fathier should sup-

pay in kind." _
The object of thi= bill i< to enconrage the ficld

the law-river to se-
mizsed rewards of his

. 1
15 equsl

to ana

deserted ”<so did W. W. Holden. *‘Theysetthe
example to the poor conseript—so did W. W,
Holden, “whose wife and children,” unlike W. W,
ilolden’s, “were starving at home. All suchlead-
ers should have died in the war "—so should ——.

The temper and disposition of Congress is such
that no absurdity on its part wounld create surprise.
The correspondent of the Richmond Examiner says
the joint resclution previding for the establish-
wment of provisional governments over the eleven
districts, (taat is, the late Confederate States,) is

again to be taken up for debate. The Radieal pa-

pers do not seem to think that act as necessary,

are required to be in writing. The numerous port his offspring, whether born in or out of wed-
thefts of such species of property, in which the lock. No one, if able to work, onght to be allow-
whites and blacks associate together, reqnire this ed to cast his spurions progeny on the charity of
provision ; as thereby the thief will be the more the industricus poor, whose toil is stretehed fo its
certainly detected. The section also embraces utmost extent in supporting the publie charges
other coniracts of a certain value. And, one of and their own virtuous families. -
its main objects is to protect the colored person  Secondly, From the burden ot maintaining, at
from imposition by cunning, and the white man heavy expeuse, the judicial tribunals of the land
from the effects of corrupt evidence. established for the preservation of the public peace
The tenth section makes void all marringes be- against the turbulence and violence of those who,
tween whitesand persons of color. having been the principal instrument of its breach-
Section eleven allows persons of color to bear wit- es, seek, when brought to justice, to evade by an
ness where their rights of n or property are idle life, the payment of the costs of suppressing
concerned. - In respect of this action the Commit- their own disorders.
tee-will comment more at large hereafter. As yet, no steps have been taken by that an-
Sections twelve and thirteen require no comment. thority, which claims exclusive jurisdiction, both
By section fourteen the eriminal code affecting civilly and criminally, over all matters that con-
white persons, is e to colored persoms, in cern the freedmen, to encoursge or enforce the

aldi-

and de- |

peal of all laws that specially affected the colored | The Commitioe, fhiereiore. Fepernt and eeons |
race, and re-enact such ss, in their opinion, ought | wond e passase of | loving hills

to exist ; 8nd also to recommend otherand orygi-| 1. A Lill Lo ool persons erscine Loreses |
nal legislation, when it was deemed expedient.— |and oihor Uve o ik ntent to steal thoa,

at. and e |

7. ““A bill more effoctually to secure the main- |

viich are likely to greatly !

marriage of such as, while slaves, were long living
together willinzly, as man and wife. By the laws
of this State the husbands and wives, popularly
co called, of a popnulation of 300,000 human be-
ings, ure lewdly and laciviously cohabiting togeth-
er, without any other link of conneetion than their
own free will. They may part when they choose,
and seleei new partners forn day or month.—
Awong the whites such cases are indictable. If,
aiter the courts shall assume their eriminal juris-

dietion, the colured people shall still be allowed |

t. continne in the practice of such unlawful con-
neetions, withont reproof ¢r ynnishment, they will
e 1n # more demoralized condition, in respect to
that relation, i
ibeings, is deemed vo sacred, than were free per-
‘=ons of color, or even slaves, hefore the late enoch
ot emancipsiion. The former were not allowed
Lo conabit withont marrisge, duly celebrated; and
'the Intier were much restraiued from such licen-
tionis co-habitation, by the care and prudence of
thelr masters,

If the I'reedmen’s Borean will neither turn over
to the civil suthorilies for correetion, this species
of crime, nor take eflicient means, itself, for iis
correction, it will be impossible to elevate the race

Ly uny legislative meauns yet practiced or devised.
No race of mankind ean be expected to become ex-
Lalled i the seale of humouit. whose sexes, with-

lout any binding ohligation, echabit promiseionsly
| together. Among snch & people, chastity can have
{10 name or pliee @ and the ne foraance of paren-
L tul duties, no enconrazement or sanction.
Tt is mv~h that the Freedmen's Barean

twill take the snbject into serions eonsideration.
| 8. and lastly, *“ A bill to establish work-hionses
| or honses of comrection in the several counties of
the State.”

. In the opinion of the Committee, this institm-
ltion has beca long since demanded, and now more
{than at any time herctefore. Though its cost, in
iie present embarrassed ecndition of
'the country. may be somewhat burdensome, there
lis little donht that, if managed with econoiny and
eave, it wili soon prove a great relief to the houesi
lindustry of the eonntry. The dread of involun-
i tary luboris maeh more effectnal to suppress mis-
| demeanors and idleness than a few days of ilapris-
onment, with o discharee of fines end eosts under
i the insolvent debtor’s law,
[ Without such & honse the prosent iails will be
im‘gr‘qnﬂ_] to contain thase who will he eomwitied
{to prison.  Their proper enlargement for the re-
i{‘--pfil‘-n of both speeies of popuaiation, and the dif-
| ferent sexes of each papulation, will co-t, at oace,
s mueh a8 & work-house and farm on a small« :nla,

haopes

SUTBJECT OF FREEDMEYN. POTSolL arae egu ! Weetd !'xf‘.-.L r ity Ll-é,..f.], iy :Ii!‘]: TRY }‘t) u"l1!:l'.‘_‘_f_*‘-~] as ='(‘i\‘:le~;iuu ];13:-,' 3‘--<i;'_i;-- !
—— and exvosed to it panisbments; and where | The Commities have left it diseretion-
Raveicy, January 22xnd, 1866. {1t i cuai o by rtatute, (B0 chabpge opuinles on lary ”\.z!!n t_!lelv -ht:*-tlr'-_:--‘ of the Peace, s‘--l-.-_ln-

¥ {1} L Laey wil Extivlnl=it St i1 brestie s I3

To the Speaker of the House of Commaons R _ ) . : . - M LA

P . 1 dv =ectiona ia oand bh, warioens of the POOT, | canse, In some eonniles 1t mav Lo ittle need
of the General Assembly of North Carolina: B : _ . i g 7% Shanie’ il :
of the General A v of G ’ for porscis or cowor, way be appointed.  This Is [, amd others very greaily ; and beennse, i

30, £OINE enanties arve more able to establish them
than others are, ;
extablish stiech an Institution, seli-detence will soon
render 1t necessary for all the adjacent counties to
follow the example; and a few years only, wili be
requisite to extend the institution over the State.

1f this. or some similar poliey should not Le in-
avernrated, it 1s not diftiealt to foresce that
[ State may become 1in the process of time, the land
of imuderation from all parts of the Union., of
the demoralized freedman and the dissolute white
marn. a

The Commiitea are awere ihat the great and
radical ehanges occasioned ity emancipation, in
the fixed habits and eustom of the people, cannot
estimated at onee; snd therefere, they
irorbear, ss much as possihile, to speenlate by leg-

ans }n.-‘:.\' LRSS |

(e CGILCY,

£V, 3=
Lskimy

he tral
islative anticipation, for such changes
g GONYSe O1 L.
|G hew deem it thie more lnil.-lc nt conmise to proceed
new lnws, only so tur as the way appears

They prefer to let the common  law

-.'||a|.l‘|14‘f (o the

:}‘:‘:'ilrt‘l'.:\ LUCane DEarasary in‘the
[now by
fto bho elear
apply its fiexible

rales for
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NINan <

of the State to the ordinance of the Convention | woilt the oo new state of things, rathcesr than fane for 1t rigid,
abolishing the institution of sluvery,” have con- ! It is clboveia for ns to avtompt to disgmiae the fand perhmps misconeeived legislation.
sidered the matters intrusted to them ; and heve- | faet (L idnefrs of the white s ' The Genersl Assembly will pereeive that
with submit, as their report, “A bill concerning ! jontl- : proralize g, D ke evil | Dave omitted all sueh punishiments as the ipvolun-
Negroes, Indiaus and persons of ‘color, or of mixed | concaqnevees rre ren iy lo follow., Drideed, they {tary hiving out o persons of ealor, and also, of
blood ;" and a2lso several other bills differing, some- |already exi-t. We copceive fit ta e amony the P whipping them, except in eases where white pei-
what in chiaracter, fromn that cne, tirst of L o daiiv e dudies to eleel: thes derewalize- | sons are thas pranishedd

The Committee, in presenting theirvepory, deem | fion nad .0 f ool the entive popnls Inblia whipping i a speeies of pnnishment

shich ought rarels to oeinflicted on any one vwho
{is the purpose of the law to reelabip fromn erime.

1T he eulprit thos punished becomes ntterly degra-

Prior to the emancipation of slaves there had | jpan'. paop vtv sooinst unanthorized intensions. | ded in pohlic catcens and it wonld  be wondesyfil
emmd, m the St&bﬁ, three 0138333 of pOplliEHiUD, | iCes ) ni-B0s it tincit= oof the i-;l*‘ and vieinas, 1k l!" tid ot beconie so in his OWll. A frcemon
besides Indians, to-wit : the whites, the slaves, and | In gur o o1t ahized®ondition there is no Hthus deoraded, Joses all inecentive to virtue: and
the free negroes ; and for many purposes, there ,F-}'»t;."_; s of Ve wioel Tieh e CApoes the rovime vobe- [ wo far ss his ox inprle can ext nd as o paient, o
existed a special legislation for each class. Upon { e cad overy soen s plocdered. when the mar- | otheryize, heinelestes sll his vices in those around
the emancipation of the slaves, the laws speciully [ kot i+ converniont, of viooover ey be fornd on | Lim. **
respecting them, ceased to have auny force ; and |Lis Lunds, vaasl T vered, st i2 vilnatde for It may be snid, and with perfeet truth, that
that class fell under the laws iespecting free ne-icgle [there are comparotively iow of the slaves lately
groes : the political and civil condition of all the'i Wilinl i2e5; v nddn hewe lenies been a ! freed, who ave honest @ but this vice now ra pre-
colored population became that which had already | grievince ooty conplained oi. i common Lvalont amone them, way he traced to other and
been esablished for the free negro. It become the |[aw did not . ¢ vimimal pn itrons for tiore piobable conses thanr ony nateral depravity

1
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Lired to be untnpaliy destitute ol
renter degree than any ol -

i Committee have not
rogutdated de by thic doctiine. And i 1t
were trie, there Js but ihe greater necessity for
[ eortecting thie unatacal I_;‘l'ii_';‘l'l;.;.\' l\ proper civii

wisely adiministered.
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| ot Deyond the reaen of a proper moral training,
{19 eviddes i the weny exapmples among them of |
I| oliviett, 1austey und }t":l!‘*‘-'\-. if 1t owed its de-
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vitd e dhe Tl | FPEE B ER i".‘k‘i-li:‘l to thie race.
Lwe ongut o bo able I-j‘ this time, {o tr ce soin¢
tepa of Haprevemeont in the mixture of itz blood
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orel virtues of the white

U The Comrmaitlee have not diseovered,
fheen maintained, that the

hias been elevatedin the

mnixed

i:_- e, #s he advaneed toward it in eolor. It may
{rot be amis to renwak that the puui-hment by
! > ¥ _ . 1 -y I i h
‘,f!ll‘i:."‘. 1S Fatiier 0of 1modory :!.:i'-", e rs! enact-
i

nent to this effeet was i 1831, and its constiin-
il was seriously questioned by eminent law-
though settled by an able conrt.
i Your Lonorable body will perceive also, that we
[recommend, thet the Courts should be fully open-
ol o tha negro race, for protecting their persons
Land property, and all the rights of freemen, by
| bedrgs henred as witnesses, whenever these rightz ave
NN
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cone, or propeirty of persons of eolor wonld be
ttwecinded by the judgments or deerees made in
[titese cases. Awnd in eriminal eeses, only wheie
I the violence, fraud, or injury eharged to have been
{dene by, or on them, is put directly in issue.
i If the testimounyis to be admitted at all, it ought
"to be extended to such eases.  'The effect of thus
Hmiting it will not deny them any advantages, but
cou the contriry, will seenie to them the most per-
Toct protection that huwman evidence can afiond
1 Beyond the accomplhishment of this objeet we have
I not felt ourselves uuthorized to go.  The result of
fallowing 1t to fhis extent will be, that when col-
l.u-.-:_l persons ave parties, they may call to the wit-
'ress stand the whole population of the lard, not
irendered incompetent by waut of understanding,
interest, or religious unbelief ; while in cases where
| white persons alone are parties, white persons only
| will be competent witnesses.

|  The Committee will proceed to give some of the
|reasons which have induced them to recommend
| the reception of the evidence of Degroes, as provi-
,did in section 11.
‘ First. The present helpless and wnprotected condi-
tion of ‘he race demands it.  Their condition of per-
somal security iz greatly changed. Prior to eman-
|eipation they were grouped on farms which they
{seldom left, and were overlooked by their masters
{or overseers, swrrounded by families of white chil-
' dren. ‘
| They were not only watched by the whitcs to
preserve the discipline necessary for servitnde, and
'to prevent spoliations, but were cared for and pro-
 tected as property It was the slaveholder's inter-
est to prevent, and, when committed, to punish
any injuries done to the persons of their sloves,
The interest of one slaveliolder was the interest of
all ; =0 that their security was guaranteed by the
common interest of the wealthiest and most pow-
erful men in the country, aad of course, of all their
kindred and adherents, among whom, generally,
were their poorer white neighbors. Thus the per-

'son of the slave (without reckoning the feelings of

humanity which have generally characterized the
slaveholders of this State) became the subject of
general protection by every class of white men ;
and any outrage on his person a general canse for
common vindication. With this shield of security,
the white aggressor was checked in his violence 3
and if not, his detection was almost sure. These
sources of personal security are all removed by

emancipation, and, without the capacity to bear

which among all eivilized humaun |

If even one eounty shall a

Ihe enactinent recommended, allows their evi- |
| lence in civil enses only where the rights of per- |

evidence, he stands in numerous cases utterly de-
fenceless, except by opposing foree to force against
every species of outrage offered to himsell orto his
family ; whether in his presenge alone, or under
the eve of other colored persons. If he should
submit to the violence, and suffer the most griev-
ons wrongs, there is no one who can be heurd in
his behalf ; and he eould expect, from his submis-
sion, nothing less than a repetition of his uure-
dressed wrongs.

If he should oppose force to force, in the jnstest
'ecause, whatever might be the resuit, his mouth
'and the months of «ll colored witnesses would be
closed.

It is a truth not less obvious than estallished by
| all experience, that breaches of the¢ pence alwavs
jdecrease in proportion to the frecility and imparti-
rality with which the violator is brought to jnstice,
! Citizens will not readily avenge themselves when
{the sword of the law is at hand to do it for them.
| But when the law is powerless, from whatever
| eanse, the hand of private violence will be sure to
tcome to the aid of self-defence. It is. therefore,

clear that by protecting the person of the negro,
 we shall most certainly protect the person of the
white man. If the former may be outraged in his
own domicil, or in secret places, or slong the high-
'way in open day, with impunity, beeanse he may
tbe incompetent to testifv fo the wrong, he will
{turn from the deoor of the e

[ redress elsewhere. and in a way ton
twise shut the mouth of him who max witness the
act. I.et no one suppose such & result improba-
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his protection,

Tn their new
| State they enter on thue brosd gronund of citizen-
tship, and b eome actors in all the denartments of
[secinl life.  They are allowed to frede with the
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white man in every article of property; to pos
land enlrivat Aefe &)
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I:lml the white associate, it negro evidence shall be
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{ his eolored friend, '
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of this viee amone the it1z @ .-f ititl off
spring of their reoent slavery and degradation.

t Foresd toon iy voloatary sorviti l r

to do many things sgainst their will, withont
appurent }il"-fi? o thesnselves, 11 v rabizind i
them to discbey, if they found temporary ease in
disobedience; and, 1o avoid ecorreelion. 10w
id'—--‘n:;li'\' nataral for Ui o el ! VT 14 e |
by faisehood. 'The vice of Iving 1 and ever lwe
Lisen, comiinom to ol o ojede 1 VO Unntversad |
::i.llilf;-.:::f.f!_:ii-"[!} tlie ryet I

l;!ii virtues:; and if the most Veracions peersons ol
| Were Cainjprolenl Wiis X }
cases of ihie hicties! I vt {othe puliie witiy

a single witness,  Suel o 3uls, owove e TER
marked the policy of fuslice an its investigation o
faets,
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'twfn'iﬁ.--‘.; v xwith 1 {rawmpedd reth Jiie
{ialsehood than to adwmit truth: but cven when
{ sy 35&11 < Were !.'lll'l.il,i-‘.l':‘;.‘l} i 1hi ivip, o
perzons above seven oldy of sufllelcnt under-

standing, not reli insensible to 1l
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nad veon rendered mfamons by conviction of sunis
infomons crimae, sl mdsent rendered thiereci.

0 long as they prevail there was no nation o

) revitticd,
fihe earth who O itlii..ld?:l‘.lir- were \..’.i';iil‘ll‘.\-i as wit-
'm'-t.%w— from Fuglish eourts. [t matiered not wha
was their color, clitne oy velicion. Tt is P
that at a very carly period, : 1nfroduction
of African sliave 'y i this State, the slive wis for-
bidden to testify against & whiie person, and, it is
1)1':)1!:*‘!](‘ :11::’ 111:LI the t‘“;r.‘h‘.'-if"i Wils sS00n t-\fg-“d-
od to free persons of eolor.  Slaves w
lowed 1o benr testimony
color nutil 1421,

archnble
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and absolute dependence of a o his roaster,
and their sucinl velation which rendered him nn.
fit to bear witness for or against his master ; or for
or against any person to whom his mester extend-
ed his favor or dislike. Besides {Z!i:y settlod
[ policy was to humble the slave sud extinguish in
| hiim the pride of independence. 'This latier poli-
cy was extended in 1821, to the free necro, who,
it was alieged, was greatly corrupting the slave by
cluming caperior privileges over him. )

Emancipution having destroyved the distinetion,
all legislation concerning the eolored race. must be
the same.

'-1‘111(: rules 1"e_guialiug the admisibility of the
evidenece of white persons, with a few exceptions,
remain with us as they were a century since,
all at once the slave has disappeared, and upwards
of 300,000 frec persons of color are added to the
population ; these, with those before existing, con-
stitute one-third of our entire people. Shall they
be admitted to the witness stand ¥  If it ever wac.
1t1s certainly not now, our policy to decrada then.
On the contrary, our true policy isto elevate them
in every way consistent with the safety and good
goverument of the commuunity. They must be
educated out of their ignorance, and reformed out
of their vicious habils,

If the admission of their evidence will not seri-
Ousl}_" endanger the administration of our laws, onr
ma.ul_fest poliecy is to allow it, for nothing, in our
opinion, tends more to inenleate 2 regard for truth
than the almost unavoidable detection of falsehood,
which oceurs in judicial investisations before a
|Jury, where the parties and witnesses are known,
l.:mcl their manner and conduet are serntinized in
| the ordeal of trial.
| 1f it be true that either the negro race, or the

negro in our midst, civilized as he is beyond his
native condition, be so mendacious that he cannot
be safely heard in our court of justice, it scems to
 us that 1t is one of your highest duties to exclade
\them as witnesses in all cases whatsoever, as well
. those in whigh they are the sole parties, as those
| wherein one of the parties is a white man ; and

.'1?!'.‘:'
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(above all things, not to allow persons of color to |

be convicted of eapital felonies and deprived of
life, on such unrehable evidence. 1f, to this su -

gestion, it may be truly replied, that he can be
trusted when hLis own color is on trial, then it fol-
lows that he yet loves truth better than falsehood,
uniess he is seduced by his prejudices against the
Now, if this be so, this general char-

white man,

s |

tlietr |

. both white and bileel: |

1 Z ui_-']I,E.:-i' 1
tions of an egth, nor juntics directly interested in
the canse, were competent witnesses, nuless they

. “ - . . l. _._'} 1. ina’} " ' - - - !
{'hese were NS Fills O Cle conmumion law: and,

The policy of exclnding sueh {estimony w
founded on two considerativng. First, The entire |

But |

acteristic of the race will soon develope itself, and
thenceforth receive its just estimate at the hands
of a white judge and & whits It is just to
truth, however, for us to admit that neither duor-
ing the wonderful and ¢ il(!"l_f: o conflict of armns,
popularly anuounced, in their very midst, to be in
behalf of their freedom, they did not exhibit, nor
since its termination, have they exhibited any de-
cided marks of prejudice agmnst their late mas-
ters.

It must be conceded by tire opponents of such
evidence, that if strong prejudices be sufficient to
exclnde the testimony of witnesses, all experiencs
teaches that publie posecutors, near kindred, and
personal enemies ought to be set aside as incom-
petent : and, if genergl corruption be also
cient cause for exclusion, the man, whose eharue-
ter for truth on oath, is proved by all his nequain-
tances to be bad, onght no more to be heard in
the ascortainment of faets, than a negro, Yet in
all these cases the witness is heard, subjeet to so
many *‘grains of allowanee™ on aceonut of his
established and admifted infirmity as a jury may
jndge to be the proper meuasore. It issettled by
our highest judiciai tribunel, thot the testimony
of a witness who commits a perjury, apparent to
the jury in the very case in whicih Le is examined,
must, nevertheless be weighed by the jury for

what it 15

jury,
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TEFE, PRESIDENT'S FORTECOMING PLACE PROCLAMA
TION—THE RADICALS AND THE PRESIDENT—GLN

GRANT S VISIT TO EUROTL,

WasmnaToN, January 80.—The day i1s not fas
distaut when the President will issne a prociama
tion that peace exists throughout the country, and
that all the States and the territories sre in loval
relations to the general government. ’

The leading editorial of the Clroini
il!:; 15 ;ECL.'}Ir"l‘:|J.|_\' J'l_';.-'.':tl'l.]n'_' i {Mmonfg keen ]'-ri;llL'i;llx.-'.
s a lrrt_‘:tliilt{.: from the President. Itisa rather
slight indieation, like astrugglicg of Jight throug!

‘2 this morn-

clouds and darkness, yet enough to the closely ob
servant. Indeed, such are now the generally be-
Heved stalements, as to the President's view, that
it is fransparent hypocrisy and utter tulschood for
the Radicalsto do otherwise to oppo=e him. While
the leading Radicals simulate coutidence in this
| C{LLse, if I'« l{LA‘..'\'. il ll!iit tlu_‘il‘ I.r'J-'-' 15 llt ;us_n'.';'.!i"-. ol
If the dictation of the Jacobiuicinl comumitice n
on reconstraction does not entir l‘\ suceeed nowv,
thow will it be when the voices of the discontented
tax payers shallthunder in their ears ?

It is stated that General Grant will go to Europe
under Government auspicies, A Government ship
and officers for the same are suggested in oflicial
| quarters, in connection with this new demounstia-
'tion of our leading general. Perhaps General
Sherman will be his successor ad inferem In com-
imand of the army.

| Rats are now killed by clectricity in Paris. Bits
of meat andsugarare placed on wires in counection
with an electric battery; the rats nibble and are

| forthwith killed.

A ramor prevails that a reliable Radieal orenn
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